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families, you know. But/' says he, "do you want to buy the
Castle?" This amused me much, considering I had not seen
the place. "Well," said he, "I would strongly recommend it
I know it well. I am the Juge de Paix of Rossinieres, some
ten miles off, but my jurisdiction includes Rougemont, and
I go there from time to time. But don't you pay a centime
more than Frs. (x) for the place. The people to whom it be-
longs find it too big and unsuitable for them, and want to
sell it, and they offered It at that price to the municipality
lately for a schoolhouse. I am the Juge de Paix. I know all
about it Don't give a centime more."

We arrived at the village after a drive through the valley,
which Murray well describes as one of the most beautiful in
Switzerland ; and we were certainly favourably impressed with
the outward picturesque appearance of the so-called ruin, an
imposing pile, with its tower, and the adjacent church, which
had evidently formerly belonged to the main building.   We
were taken into the inner courtyard or cloister, for we had
learnt from Murray and Baedeker that the Castle   before it
had been the residence of the Berne Baillis, had been a cele-
brated Priory of the Benedictines, founded by the Count oi
Gruyere in   1074.     Here we  found  the  rooms  built  on  to
galleries leading all round the building, after the manner of
the old Cluny Priories of France and elsewhere.    The place
itself was not particularly well-cared-for or inviting-looking.
It was in  the possession, we  heard,  of four brethren,  the
descendants of an old family of the valley, which, owing to
repeated partitions, was by no means rich.    They found the
rooms too large, difficult to heat and to furnish.    And some
four~and-twenty rooms were too much for them.    So half the
place had been let out in pairs of rooms to outside families,
who had constant squabbles about kitchen and other domestic
rights.    The proprietors then were anxious to sell, if not for
a very high figure, yet for a price which would admit of each
getting enough to enable him to purchase a chalet for himself,
I went through the rooms and found many of them spacious,
and nearly all beautifully panelled with selected pitch-piiae,